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Dear Brother Tom, 


 LTHO I love Brother Ben as well as 
| any Siſter he has, yet I cannot chuſe but 
ſend you my Love and Thanks for be- 
3 ſtowing a good chiding upon him in your 
laſt Letter which you wrote in behalf of the Biſhop 
to Ben. If he had not been a Madman, he would 
never have thought upon ſo wild a Fancy, as that 
of contradicting a Biſhop, wha preach'd before the 
Queen upon the day of her Majeſty's happy Acceſ- 
ſion to her Throne, and all this only for the 
Truth. Is Truth to be ſpoke at all times? Or do 
all People think themſelves bound to ſpeak Truth 
at Court? Theſe are fine times of Liberty, when 
à Prieſt ſhall take upon him to contradict a Bi- 
ſhop; for do not you, and I, and all Lay-People, 
who are not bred up to Book- Learning, believe in 
the Biſhops ? Have we any foundation to ground 
our holy Faith upon beſides the Biſhops Bible? 
*Twere the Biſhops alone (as I have heard) who, 
in King James the Firſt's Reign, tranſlated the ho- 
_ ly Bible into Engliſh; or ele you and I had been 
as ignorant of the true Religion as Papiſts or 
Eſſex Calves : And this always made me hate the 
Presbyterians for their fooliſh quarrelling with the 
Biſhops, when at the ſame time they are not capa- 
ble to underſtand any thing of the Chriſtian Reli 
| £190, but what they muſt learn from the Biſhops 
Bible. Now tho Brother Ben can believe in the 
Greet Teſtament, yet if he does not underſtand 
Hebrew, he cannot believe in the Old Teſtament, 
without the help of the Biſhops Tranſlation. 
So that, I fay, that he is a Madman to contradist a 
py 2 „ Biſhop , 


C43 ER: 
Biſhop ; for hereby he (as much as in him lies) 
ſhakes the Faith of us poor Lay-People: for if 
Scholars will not allow that Biſhops interpret the 
Holy Scriptures rightly, how ſhall we Lay-Folks 
know that they tranſlated rightly ? Can Ben 
think that any body will be ſuch a Fool as to be- 
lieve him before a Biſhop ? I mean as to the Inter- 
pretation of the Scriptures: for I own that any 
body may underſtand common Senſe as well as ſome _ 
Biſhops; for common Senſe. does belong to com- 
mon People, but Biſhops are the higheſt Divines, 


and this Biſhop is far from being one of the loweſt * 


Churchmen, and therefore Ben ſhould have kept 
rf Eo... 

But for all this 1 ſhould be ſorry he ſhould in- 
cur the Diſpleaſure of the High Church, by ven- 
ting his low-priz'd Theology; and therefore the 
occaſion of my writing to you is to deſire you to 
uſe your Intereſt with the Biſhop (in whoſe be- 
half you wrote your Book) to reconcile him to 
Ben, and to make up Matters between em. You 
know that when Men are provok'd, they ate apt 
to harbour jealouſys, and give ear to Miſrepre- 
ſentations. And Lam cenfident that Ben was flan- 
der'd by thoſe who told the Biſhop, that Ben had 
a grudg at his Lordſhip, becauſe the good Queen 
made him a Biſhop ; the Biſhop alledges this fault 
againſt...Fez, in the ninth Page of his Anſwer. 
Now, dear Brother, I deſire that you would pa- 
- cifythe. Biſhop as to this Point, and tell his Lord- 
ſhip, that Ben is ſo far from quarrelling with the 
Office of, Biſhops and Eccleſiaſtical Governors, 
that he would be contented to be a Church-Go- 
vernor of a whole Dioceſs himſelf, if the Queen 
ſhould think fit to promote him to ſuch an Office: 

and tho I hope better of him, yet *tis poſſible 
that he may, like ſome others, preach. for Li- 

berty while a Presbyter, and for Paſlive-Qbedience | 
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Gam when'a Biſhop. But if he ſhould conti- 
nue to be honeſt after he is preter'd, I dare fay. 
that he would preach, and promote Obedience to 
the Queen's Government, and every legal Admi- 

niſtration under her Majeſty, as heartily as any 
Biſhop of - them all: Neither would he encourage 
or Rr his Clergy. to diſparage the ſound Revo- 
 Jution-Principles, upon which her Majeſty's Ac- 
cCellion, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion to the Bri- 
tannicłk Throne are founded, and the Pretender 
excluded. He would boldly hold forth ta his 
Dioceſs, that Self-defence againſt-Oppreſſioa is not 
only lawful, but neceſſary for the ſake of our 
ſelves and Poſterity; and thereby fairly juſtify the 
happy Revolution, and ſhut the Back- Door againſt 
the Pretender. He would {corn to be fo cautious 
or ſelf-deſigning, as to avoid all Diſcourſe about 
- Self-Defence, as if it were ſo dangerous a Doc- 
trine as might. betray Men into a State of Dam- 
nation: or if he thought ſuch a neceſſary Defence 
to be a damnable Sin, he would not trim the 
Matter, fo as neither to allow or diſallow it; but 
would boldly. warn the People to repent of it, 
leſt they all likewiſe periſh. Had he been Biſhop 
of Exeter when the Prince of Or ange came thither, 
he would not have ran away from him, as the 
then Biſhop did; neither would he have ſtood be- 
tween hawk and buzzard, as another Biſnop now 
does. He would not have flunk his Neck out of 
the Collar, and ſaid, Have a care what you do 
8 © Neighbours,for Self-defence'i is a dangerous thing, | 
and for ought I know you may be damn'd for it: 
© however do as you pleaſe, I will not meddle nor 
© make. All that I ſay in the matter is, th t God 
© has given the King full power over the Lives of 
© all his Subjects, ſo that God has made him the 
1 bisher 8 And St. Paul has ſaid, That he 
* that a ye /ts the higher Power, ral receive 75 bim 
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© ſelf Damnation. Vet I will not take upon me te 
© ay, whether in this Caſe you may or may not de- 
fend your ſelves, and accept of the Pr. of Orange's 
© Aſliſtance. But, however, do as you will, *tis all 
© one to me whether you be damn'd or no, ſo as you 
© fave my Biſhoprick for me, and will not take it 
© amiſs that I ſhall never acknowledg that you did 
well in it, nor ever give you Thanks for your 
- E Pains.” Ben would have been hang'd before he 
would have trim'd at ſuch a half-fac'd Bromig ham 
rate; but by his Exhortation and Example would 
have encourag'd the Revolution. But I heard one 
1 May the other day, that Brother Ben had not the 
BH Ear-mark of the Spirit of Weſt-Country Epiſco- 
1 PACY. 3 : — | | 
But to proceed (Brother Tom) the main point 
between the Biſhop and Brother Ben, is about the 
Power of the Supreme Magiſtrate over the Lives 
of the Subjects, whether this Power be from Hea+ 
ven or of Men. The Biſhop ſays, that this Power 
is given by God only, and proves it from ſeveral 
Texts of Scripture, wherein 'tis ſaid, that the 
Powers that be are ordain'd of God. But becauſe 
the Ordination of God does oftentimes ſignify no 
more than the ſubſiſtence of ſomething by Divine 
Providence, by which Uſurpers and Tyrants do 
ſometimes bear rule in the World without any 
Comm iſſion from God, or elſe that it is God's Will 
that there ſnould be Government ; therefore the Bi- 
ſhop enters into the Reaſon of the thing, p. 33. of 
his Anſwer, where he writes, that tho as the World 
nom is, there is ground enough for the diſtinction be- 
tween the natural and political Capacity of 4 Subject 
and between Paternal (he might as well have ſai 
Materna!) and Civil Government, yet from the be- 
gin bing it was not ſor, for then I believe the ſame firſt | 
A "arr m1» was Father, was alſo Civil Governor of all | 
u laren; he had (J verily believe) as much the 
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Power of a Civil Governor, as auß King hat now: 
And the Biſhop declares, That nom the Civil Gover- 
nort haue power over the Lives of their Subjects. 
which Power he | ſays is given to them h) God, becauſe 
Mien cannot 40. of their own Lives. Neither has 
4 Malefattor condemn'd to die, any more Power over his 
own. Life than over another's. Now on the other 
hand, Ben is underſtood by the Biſhop to ſay,” that 
the People make a King, by giving him power 
over their own Lives, which they cannot give; 
and without which Power no Man is a King, as 
the Biſhop ſuppoſes. And this being the great 
Point ja Diſpute between them, I had a great 
mind to be ſatisfy d in the Matter: and therefore 
I conſider'd of it firſt by my own ſelf. And, 
iſt, Thought I, tis not neceſſary that the Su- 
 Preme Magiſtrate ſhould have Power over the 
Lives of his Subjects: for ſuppoſing that the Le- 
bis, 5 of any Country ſhould think that Fines, 
* bodily Pains, Impriſonment and Baniſhment 
ſhould be ſufficient to preſerve the Government, 
and ſhould enact no other Penaltys ; in that Caſe 
the Supreme Magiſtrate would have no Power of 
Life. And ſuppoſing that in a certain ſenſe the 
Power of Life be in the Queen's Majeſty, ſhe can 
derive it only from the Law, which ſhe and the Peo- 
ple make; who could as well have enacted other 
Puniſhments as thoſe which are capital, and con- 
ſequently the Power of Life and Death is not ne- 
ceſlary to the Supreme Magiſtrate; but when he 
has it, tis deriv'd from the Legiſlature. 2. Thought 
I, what Power is it that Parents either have, or 
would willingly have over the Lives of their Chil- 
dren? You know (Tom) that my Daughter Beſs 
Is as unlucky a Girl as ever was born; and ſince 
Nature is the ſame now as ever it was, I conceive 
that Iam as much a Queen and natural Governor 
oer my Beſs (eſpecially now my Husband is dead) 
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a ever King Adam or King Neab was over their 
Children. Now *twas but laſt Week that this 
wicked Girl brake my new Looking-Glafs, which 
was given me by my new Sweet-heart; and the 
reaſon why ſhe made this Battery upon the Glaſs, 
Was only becauſe I would not give Fer a piece of 

White Bread which I had broke for her Brother. 
This croſſneſß of hers provok d me extremely, 
and I bang'd, her Back ſufficiently, but had not 
the leaſt thought of taking away her Life: And 
if God Almighty ſhould have come to me then, 

and ſaid, Beſs o' Bedlam, I give you Power over 
the Life of, your naughty Daughter to do what 
Jou will with her, I ſhould not have accepted of 
ſuch a Power. Nor can I think that God Almigh- 
ty ever offer'd ſuch a Power to King Adam or 
King Noah over the Lives of their Children: 'tis 
ſuch a horrid ſhocking Power, it turns my Head 
to think of it. Tis not fit for God to give, nor 
Parents to take; and therefore I do not think that 
the Biſhop uſes God Almighty civilly, to ſay, that 
he gives ſuch aukward Powers to poor Parents 
(who can think of nothing more than how to pre- 
ſerve their poor Children) and founds all Civil 
Government upon ſuch Powers. 
No tho this Conſideration ſatisfy'd me well 
enough, yet I was willing to know the Opinions 
of other People upon the ſame Subject; and to be 
very nice in the matter, I inquir'd again into 
two Particulars: (1.) Whether Supreme Magi- 
ſtrates have indeed Power over the Lives of their 
Subjects. And, (2.) If they have ſo, how they 
came by it. , The firſt Man I apply'd to was the 
Hiſtoriographer Royal, who ſome years ſince 
wrote a Book about all the Governments in Eu- 
rope; and he ſaid that none of the Princes in Eu- 
rope had any ſuch Power, or pretended to have 
any, ſaving only the Great Turk. Said he, did 
. 5 | Ever 
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ever any body hear our good Queen ſay, that the 
Lives of her Subjects were at her Diſpoſal? Nay 
the French King himſelf, tho he makes bold with 
the Purſes. of his Subjects, and preſſes them to 
ſerve in the Wars, yet he leaves the Lives of his 
People to be diſpos'd of by. Judges and Officers, 
appointed to adminiſter the Lawsof his Country. 
| Indeed the King of Turkey will ſometimes ſend 
two Mute-Officers with a Bow-String to ſtrangle 
* any Subject given them in charge, whenever they 
meet with him. But the Hiſtoriographer Royal 
proteſted, that he could not find that God gave 
bim any ſuch Power; but that he took it up, and 
exercis'd it of his own accord. ee. 
After this I conſulted our mad Lawyer, ſtating 
this Caſe between the Biſhop and Brother Ben to 
him as well as I could ; but he fell a raving on Bro- 
ther Ben's ſide againſt the Biſhop, ſaying, that 
| Robin Redbreaſt made Blackbreaſt a that by 
upholding the Doctrine of Paſſive-Obedience to 
the Will of a Prince, he might caſt a ſlur upon 
the Juſtice of the late happy Revolution, and make 
void the Principle upon which it was grounded: 
And what turn could be ſerv'd by ſuch Doc- 
trines, which caſt an Odium upon the Revolu- 
tion, but only that of the Pretender? And if the 
Principle which brought about the. Revolution be 
unjuſt, all that is built upon it will be ſo too; the 
Ac of Settlement and Succeſſion will fall to the 
Ground. God be thank'd, ſaid he, that the 
preaching of this Doctrine can ſow no Sceds of 
Diſcontent between the Queen and her People, 
who will never believe that her Majeſty has any 
Inclination to ſtrain the Prerogative above the 
Law; yet methinks (ſaid he) tis time to forbear 
inſiſting ſo much upon this Doctrine, becauſe *tis 
very well known what great occaſion it once did 
ive to the Jealouſys and Fears of the People of 
| 5 Great 
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Great Britain, whereby a bloody Civil War was 


rais'd, which ended in the Deſtruction of King 


Charles the Firſt, and the Engliſh Conſtitution both 
of State and Church. And *twas from the ſame 


Doctrine, which was cultivated with great Dili- 


pence in the Reign, of King Charles the Second, 


that the Papiſts drew Encouragement to withdraw 


the Royal Favour from the legal Eſtabliſhments 


of this Nation; which occaſion'd the Misfortune 

of another Sovereign Prince, who was naturally a 
Nan of great Juſtice and Virtue, ?*Tis enough for 

one Doctrine to have ſubverted the Engliſh Conſti- 


tution twice in one Century of Vears; but that 


this Engine ſhould be kept on work from Age to 


But (ſaid he) tho theſe Laudean Doctors can- 
not make the People jealons of the good Queen, 
yet they may by this Doctrine inſinuate into the 
Queen a Diſtruſt of her People's Fidelity and Du- 
ty to her Majeſty ;. as if there were ſuch a Faction 


Age, is inſupportable. 


in the Kingdom, who conceive that they may call 


her to account for her Adminiſtration. Now 


there is no foundation for a Jealouſy of this na- 


ture: For as the Body of the People of England 
have ſhewn by their Practice, that they will riſe 
up in their own behalf, and defend themſelves 4+ | 
gainſt the illegal Adminiſtration of their Supreme 
Magiſtrate, as appear'd by a late Inſtance, in 
which Torys and Whigs (as the word was then) 
both agreed, except only a very ſmall number; 
ſo on the other hand, *twill. be hard to find any 
Man of Conſideration, who thinks that the Peo- 
ple have any coercive Power over the Perſon of the 
Prince, upon any account whatever; there being 
no Law which ſupports any ſuch Power, Such a 
Power as this is contrary to the very Idea of Mo- 


narchy. Has Brother Ben or any other wrote any | 


thing to this parpole theſe threeſcore years pate 


rn 


Cn) Ces 
Tis truss King Charles the Firſt was call'd- to 
Trial before a pretended Court of High Com- 
miſſion; but the whole Nation have own'd that 


e 


Trial to have been unwarrantable by any Law or 


Cuſtom of this Land, and'twill be a great diffi- 
culty to find a Man of any other Mind. I cannot 


think that there is one Man in this Land who will - 
juſtify that Trial; what occaſion then had the Bi- 
ſhop to talk of Levellers, and to call Ben a Le- 
veller? 2 3 3 
The People of Great Britain have choſen Mo- 
narchy to be their Form of Government, and for 


the ſake of that Form they do not think themſelves 
_ oblig'd to inſiſt upon the rigour of that Law of 


God, which the Biſhop alledges for the Eſtabliſh- 


ment of Magiſtracy, viz. He who ſheds Man's 
Blood, by Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed; for tho the 


Supreme Magiſtrate ſnould ſhed the Blood of any 
Man, yet our Conftitution will not permit that 
his Blood may be ſhed by any Man. Beſides (faid 
he) it never enters into the Heads of the com» 


mon People to examine nicely into the Forms of 


that Government under which they live; but if 
the end of Government be anſwer'd by protee- 


ting them in their Propertys, they find no fault 
with their Governors. on ons 


If all this be true (ſaid I) as I think it is, then 


the Biſhop has carry'd his Point againſt Ben; for 
this Doctrine is all which the Biſhop contends for 


in his Sermon, and his Anſwer to Ben. I am not 
of your Opinion, ſaid the Lawyer; for the Bi- 


— fhop has not prov'd that God did preſcribe the 
Form of Monarchy, And ſince the Forms of 
Monarchy in Europe differ from each other in ſome 
particular Circumſtances and Lodgments of Power, 
tis evident that the People of each reſpective 


Nation model'd their Governments according ta 


their own Genius, and as ſuted beſt to their re- 


ſpective 
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made thoſe Laws, you will then have ſome ground 


ſheaive Intereſts and Inclinations. And whereas 
he ſays, that God gives the Supreme Magiſtrate 
Power over the Lives of Malefactors, *tis no ſuch 
thing. You may remember Beſs (fad he) that 
one of your Acquaintance was hang'd laſt Seflions 
for Houſe-breaking; pray you, who took away 
his Life? Fack Catch, ſaid I. And who gave 
Fack Catch the Power? The Sheriff, ſaid I. And 
who gave the Sheriff that Power? The Judg and 
Jury, who found him guilty and condemn'd him. 


But, ſaid he, who gave the judg and jury that 
Power ? Was it the Queen or the Law? This 


was a hard Queſtion, and I told him I could not 
anſwer it. Then (ſaid he) 'twas the Law which 
made Houſe- breaking capital, and gave both Judg 
and Jury Power to try and to condemn him. The 
Queen gave my Lord Chief juſtice a Commiſſion, 
by virtue whereof he ſate as Judg ; but even that 


Power of the Queen is by Law eſtabliſh'd : and ſo 


it was agreed in the Conſtitution of the Engliſh 


Government. I cannot ſay that this was the ori- 


ginal Conſtitation, becauſe I have read that here- 


tofore the Lords of Mannors appointed their 


Stewards to try and condemn Malefactors taken 


within their reſpective Mannors, and to order 
their Execution accordingly. Which, by the 
way, ſhews that the Regal Authority in England 
was more likely to be founded, as to this point, 
in the Power of a Landlord over his Tenants, 


than in the Power of a Parent over his Children. 


And at this time, when Malefactors are hang'd 
With royal Pardons in their pockets, as in Caſes 
of Appeal, it ſhews the Law to be the Supreme 


Diſpoſer of the Subjects Lives. EH 
Now Brother Tom, if you think that Men may 


make Laws, that ſuch and ſuch Offences ſhall | 


be capital, and alſo that God made the Men who 


8 


3 | 
to go upon, in labouring a Reconciliation be- 
tween the Biſhop and Ben. For all that Ben ſaid, 
was, That the People gave the Power over Life 
to the Supreme Magiſtrate z which you ſee may 
be done, by enacting that ſuch Offences ſhall be 
capital, and ſuch Perſons commiſſion'd by the 


| Queen ſhall try and condemn em, with the Con- 
ſent of a Jury. But ſince God made the Men who 


made theſe Laws, it may in that ſenſe be ſaid 
that God gave the Queen Power to commiſſion 
Judges. Prithee Jom make up the matter be- 
tween em; the difference is not much, and the 
thing can be no otherwiſe. For Mens Lives can- 
not honeſtly be taken away, but according to Law : 
ſo that it is very plain, that the Legiſlative Power 
is the Fountain of the Judicial Power; and ſo the 
Queen is the Fountain of Juſtice, in appointing 
Magiſtrates to put the Laws in execution. 
But, Tom, before you can make up this diffe- 
rence fully and wholly, it will be very neceſſary 
for you to let his Lordſhip know, that Arguments 
cannot be form'd from mere Words, without af- 
fixing ſome Meaning to them. For thus he argues 
with Ben : Pray, good Sir, where have J interpreted 
thaſe words of the Apoſtle? I only barely cite the 
words, I only ſimply affirm that the Poſition before- 
mention d is directly contrary to them: And that the 
Reader may the better judg whether it be ſo or not, 1 
will here preſent the matter to him in another view. 


n Ihe Poſition. | 
There is no Power but | The Sovereign Power of the 
of God: The Powers Supreme Magiſtrate is de- 
that be, are ordain'd | riv'd to him from the Ag- 
ie Cod, gregate Body of the People, 
<li v3 cont 41 as by their Grant or Con- 


| ceſſion. | | 
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If the Reader does not ſee a Contradiftion between 
theſe Ywo Aſſertions, I cannot help his Eye-ſight nor his 
Underſtanding. I make no gleſs at all upon the Text; 
J give no ſtudyd or elaborate Interpretation of it. 
Thus fays the Biſhop, p. 28. of his Anſwer. Now 
I fay, that upon ſuppoſition that no Meaning is 
to be fix'd upon the Apoſtle's words, Ben's words 
do not contradict *em : nor can any words be 
found out which can contradict em. For Contra- 
diction is not to be found in mere words, but in 
the Meaning of words; that is, in things, or at 


leaſt our Ideas of things. So that till the Biſhop 


ſets forth in what fenſe Powers are ordain'd of 
God, he cannot fay that Ben's Doctrine is diſagree- 
able to that of the Apoſtle. Tell him, Tom, that 
tis below his Lordſhip's Character to give words, 
or to raiſe a diſpute about mere words: Tell him 
too, that Ben will not ſtand with him for words: 
Nay, tell bim that his Lordſhip cannot put any 
Senſe upon thoſe words of St. Paul, but what will 
fall in with Bez's Poſition, For if he means by 
thoſe words, that the Perſons of Magiſtrates are 
nam'd. by God, tis falſe in fat; for God names 
noM agiſtrates. If he means that God gives the - 
Powers, tho Men name the Perſons, tis as falſe ; 
for no Magiſtrate has any Power, but what the 


Legiſlative (which every where is the Repreſenta- 
tive of the Community) thinks fit to give him. 


And then there remains no other Senſe of St. Paul's 
worde, but that *tis the Will of God that there 
ſhould be Government. But this being a matter 
of the greateſt importance, I will conſider theſe 
words again, only with relation to the State of 
Great Britain. f g . 

Now the word Powers in the Text does not ſig- 
nity the Lodgment, or, as I may ſay, the Diſpo- 
lal of the ſeveral Parts of Sovereign Authority 


| 


in the Kingdom of Great Britain. The Parts of 


Sove- 


3 CH. - ; 
Sovereign Power, taken by themſelves, are the 
Legiſlative, the Executive, the Power of War 
and Peace, and the laſt Appeal in all Law-Suits. 
The firſt of theſe Powers 1s lodg'd in the Queen, 
Lords, and Commons. The Executive is lodg?d = 
in the Queen; but ſo limited by the Legiſlative, 
that the Queen can imploy no Man in Civil or Mi- 
litary Truſt, but ſuch who is qualify'd according 
to the Laws of the Land. The Power of War 
and Peace is in the Queen : but if ſhe wants the 
Purſe of the Nation to ſupport her in her War, 
ſhe muſt apply to the Houſe of Commons. The 
"laſt Appeal in Law-Caſes is made to the Houſe of 
Lords. Now I cannot find that God made this 
Diſpoſition of the Powers in the Kingdom of Great 
Britain; but our Anceſtors ordain'd that thus it 
ſhould be. Beſides, by the Powers which are or- 
dain'd by God, cannot be meant the Perſons of 
the Magiſtrates who bear Authority in this Na- 
tion, or are veſted with any part of the Powers 
before-mention'd. I own that God made all the 
Men, and Women too, who are in Authority: 
but I mean that God ordain'd no Family nor ſin- 
gle Perſon to bear Rule over us in any ſort of 


Truſt, or committed to any Perſon any ſuperiour 8 


or inferiour Magiſtracy in this Kingdom. I my 
ſelf can remember when the Convention of the 
Eſtates of England gave the ſole Adminiſtration 
of the Supreme Magiſtracy of England to the Prince 
of Orange, without ſo much as asking leave of the 
Princeſs his Highneſs's Conſort : nor was it material 
whether ſhe confented or not. Nor did God chuſe 
the Members of the Commons Houſe, who join'd 
with the Lords in making that Diſpoſal of the 
Crown; tho he gave the Freeholders of England 
the Wiſdom to make ſo good a Choice. So that 

the Sovereign Power of that Supreme Magiſtrate was 
(as Zen days) drriv'd to him from the Aggregate _— 


7... 39:7 
dy of the People, as by their Grant and Conceſſion: _ 
And 1 hope that this is no Contradiction to 
St. Paul, till the Biſhop ſhall ſhew the Senſe of the 
Apoſtle to the contrary. But if the Biſhop ſhall 
ſtudiouſly avoid to declare his own Senſe of 
St. Paul's words, which he has oppos'd to Ben's 
plain intelligible Doctrine, and ſhall only ſet forth 
the words of that Apoſtle in contradiction to that 
Doctrine or Poſition (as he calls it) which was 
exemplity'd.by the late happy Revolution; what: 
does he do but only make a Cat's Foot. of, the 1 3th 
of the Romans? St. Paul may burn his fingers, 
but the Biſhop is too wiſe for that, a 
But perhaps you will ſay, That tho the Biſhop 
will not explain the Apoſtle, yet he is freeenough 
to declare his own Belief of the Inſtitution of Ci- 
vil Government, both before, and ſoon after 
Noah's Flood. Pag. 33. ſays he, I believe the firſt 
Man who was Father, was likewiſe Civil Governour of 
all his Children. He had, I verily believe, as much 
Power of a Civil Governour, as any King has now : 
And I believe the ſame of Noah afterwards. And 
this he proves from theſe words; Whoſoever ſheds 
Man's Blood, by Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed. Which 
Command of God (ſays he) either inſtituted a Civil 
Government, or ſuppoſes it already ſettled : For who 
but the Civil Magiſtrate could judiciallyj put to death 
a Murderer? And who could be the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate but Noah? And if a Civil Government were 
ſettled ſo ſoon, I think I may conclude that it has con- 
tinu'd ever ſince; having not been intermitted, unleſs 
perhaps ſometimes by a prevailing Rebellion. Now I 
will tell you what I believe; which is, 1. That 
the Text cited by the Biſhop is not an Inſtitution 
of any Civil Government: for many more things 
are neceſſary to inſtitute a Civil Government, than 
to ſlay a Murderer. 2. I believe that the Biſhop 
cannot thew'that there was any Civil Government 


inſtl- 


—— = 
inſtituted at that time: Mankind might then be 
in Ben's Wilderneſs- State, for all that he can 
prove to the contrary; and yet an Avenger of 
Blood might be found out even in that State. 
And, 3. That Noah was ever a Civil Governour, 
I will give him leave to believe as long as he will, 
and to prove when he is able. And, 4. I believe 
that Ben is not bound to take the Biſhop's bare 
Word for the Civil Authority of King Noah; be- 
cauſe in the Serene Republick of Letters no Bi- 
ſhop's Authority was ever admitted as Proof, but 
every Man's Reaſons only were weigh'd in the bal- 
lance, and upon the turning of the Scale the Se- 
nate paſs'd Judgment. | > vs 
HFaving now fatisfy'd my ſelf, by the Aſſiſtance 
of our mad Lawyer, about the Original of Civil 
Government, I proceeded to inquire after the 
other great Point in hand between the Biſhop and 
Ben, concerning the Lawfulneſs of Reſiſtance? 
And becauſe this was a Point of Religion, and 
that one may be damn'd for want of true under- 
ſtanding of the matter, I conſulted our old mad 
Parſon (not Ben) upon the point; and ask'd him 
What ſort of Reſiſtance that was which amounted 
to Rebellion, and hazarded our Salvation, Said 
he, I have learnt from aGreat Prophet, who was 
an old Mofaical Biſhop, for he was the Director 
and Governour of a great People, that Rebellion is 
as the Sin of Witchcraft. Here is a Compariſon 
(faid he) which will explain this matter : for as 
Witchcraft is utterly unaccountable, ſo is Rebel- 
lion. For can it beconceiv'd, that the good God: 
ſhould give to an old Woman a power to plague 
her Neighbour's innoeent Children and dumb Cat- 
tel, only to. ſatisfy her Malice againſt her innocent 
Neighbour ? And can it be conceiv'd, that a Bo- 
dy of People, being in the ordinary Uſe of their 
Wits, ſhould riſe and join themſelves together, to 
CORE > | : B 1 plague 
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; plague their lawful Governours, who diſcharge 
4 their Offices according to Juſtice and Equity ? 
| If Governors turn to be Tyrants, our Biſhop him- 
. ſelf will not gainſay Self-defence, tho he does not 
| much care to approve of it. So that he has not 
as yet condemn'd that Self-Defence to be a damna- 
ble Rebellion. Now laying theſe Conſiderations 
together, I believe the Matter may be brought to 
this iſſue: He who believes that there have been 
few Witches, will believe as few Rebellions; and 
he who believes that there was never any Witch in 
the Notion as we have now of a Witch, will not 
eaſily be brought to believe, that there was ever 
any Rebellion of Men in their wits againſt an ho- 
neſt and juſt Adminiſtration. As for our People 
of South- Britain, they have ever had a great Mix- 
ture of Paſſive Obedience in their Good-nature, 
and did never attempt to throw oft the Yoke, till 
Their Necks were gall'd to the quick, as our Hiſto- 
rys will bear them witneſs. And methinks 'tis a 
ſorry Compliment to a Supreme Magiſtrate, to _ 
preach up ſuch a Doctrine, or even to make ſuch 
Inſinuations as muſt lay People under a neceſlity 
to repeat the Faults of that Magiſtrate's Anceſ- 
tors, in order to vindicate themſelves from ſuch 
a damnable Sin, as they think was never commit= 
ted by them. But perhaps you will alledg in the 
Biſhop's defence, that he does not condemn our 
late Self-defence, nor yet approve of it. What! 
did the People of England neither Well nor Ill in 
joining the Prince of Orange, as then was, in or- 
der to defend themſelves from Popery and Slavery, 
which were ruſhing in as a Torrent upon them? 
I have heard, that it is a Queſtion in the Quodli- 
bets, Whether he who will not eat a Piece of the 
Devil, may be permitted to ſup of the Broth 
which the Devil is boil'd in? and our Schoolmen 
have held it in the Negative. Now 'twas Re- 
* . ſiſtance 


1 

ſiſtance which brought about the late happy Revo- 
lution, which preſery'd the Church of England, 
and the Biſhoprick of Exeter in the firſt place : 
What pity *tis, that a Biſhop of Exeter ſhould not 
down the Revolution-Prilkaijge! | 


In ſober ſadneſs, *twere to be wiſh'd that ene 


Clergy of the Church of England, who are as 


learned and able in their Profeſſion as any in Chriſ- 
tendom, being throughly skill'd in the Languages 
wherein the Holy Scriptures were originally writ- 
ten, and ſalſo in all antient Hiſtorys and Cuſtoms 
to which the Jewiſh Diſpenſation relates, and 
 whereunto the Writers of the New Teſtament al- 
| hude; being alſo well ſeen in General Hiſtory, 
Oratory, Philoſophy, and all other polite and 
learned Accompliſhments, fitting them for the 
Diſcharge of their high Ra 0 manner wor- - 
thy. of all Acceptation : *Twere heartily to be 
_ wiſh'd (as I was ſaying) that their Politicks had 
never given offence to very many Men, who are 
truly Lovers of their Country; and *twas unfor- 
tunate, that the whole Body of the Clergy did 
not give in to the late Revolution. But yet 1 
could not chuſe but pity ſuch of them, who by 
virtue of the Principles which they receiv'd in 
their Education, were prevented from owning the 
Rightfulneſs of K. William's Title to the Crown 
of England, and from ſwearing Allegiance to him: 
ſince every Man's Conſcience is form'd by his Edu- 
cation, and theſe Clergymen were bred up in the 
indefeaſible Rights of Kings, and in Paſſive Obe- | 
dience to the worſt of Tyrants, And I pity'd 
them the more, becauſe the Civil Power does ſtill 
{rem to give countenance to theſe Doctrines, by 
continuing the Authority of the Book of Homi- 
Iys. Nor can it be ſaid, that Clergy men may ex- 
cuſe themſelves wholly from the Study of Poli- 


ticks, * give themſelves up imirely to the wor 
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of Religion and Practice of Devotion, which per- 
baps would beſt become them; ſince the 30th of 
January and 29th of May, are viſible Encourage- 


ments to the Clergy, not only to deal in Politicks, 
but in ſuch Politicks which ſeemingly are not of 
a- piece with the Revolution- Principle. But all 


this notwithſtanding, ſince the fifth Day of No- 


vember is by Authority appointed to return 


Thanks to God for our late happy Revolution, 
IJ humbly ſuppoſe that this may juſtify Brother _ 


Ben, or any Clergyman, in owning and afferting 
the Principle upon. which that Revolution was 


form'd. But if it ſhould beſo, that the Scheme 


of January Politicks ſhould really be contradic- 
tory to the Scheme of November, *tis no wonder 


that there ſhould be bickerings between Biſhops | 


and: Prieſts,. as long as theſe two Syſtems conti- 
nue; for ſince ſome. Men cannot receive both of 
them, every one, is left at liberty to chuſe for 
Himſelf: and certainly every ſenſible Man will ad- 


Here to that Scheme, by which his Religion and 
Property have been ſo lately preſerv'd, To tack 
both theſe Schemes together, is to plow with an 
Ox and an Aſs, in the Opinion of ſome People: 


and, generally ſpeaking, no Clergymen were ſo ill 
thought of by Men of Probity, as ſuch who in the 
laſt Reign ſware Allegiance to the King, and yet 
could not forbear to ſhew their diſlike to his Ti- 
tle; they would accept of Preferments from him, 
without acknowledging that he came rightfully by 


the Power to diſpoſe of them. They own'd only 


his Defactoſbip in the Adminiſtration, and deſir d 
only to have his Preferments in fact, not troubling 
themſelves to inquire whether they came rightful- 


iy bythem. Nay ſome envy'd him that very De- 


Fattoſhip, and rejoic'd at the French Succeſſes againſt 


Him. In- ſhort, this ſort of People were never 


much eſteem'd, at leaſt, as I may ſay, in the 
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Poor Brother Toy, it has been generally agreed 
in the Country, that every body ſhould praiſe the 
Bridg he goes over; and therefore it was thought 
by honeſt Men, that they who receiv'd Benefits 
from that King, ſhould have behav'd themſelves o- y 
therwiſe towards him. Indeed Times are men- 5 
ded : for none of our Biſhops Texts have enter! CIC 
any Proteſtation againſt her Majeſty's Title, as | 
nine Lords did againft the rightful Title of King 
William the Third, when a Bill was ſent from the | 
Commons to the Lords to enact the ſame, One  \ 
of thoſe Lords too had accepted a very good Bi? 
ſhoprick from that King: ſo that if one was not 
- rightful King, the other could not be rightfal _ 
Biſhop. This was the Madneſs of ſome in the late 3 
Reign; but now Men are grown wiſer. - No body 
proteſts againſt her Majeſty's Title, tho grounded 
on the Revolution Act of Parliament; only ke 
late happy Revolution was form'd upon ſuch an 1 
unlucky Principle, that ſome great Men are a- — 
ſnam'd to own it, tho they will not openly dif- 
credit it. Prithee Brother Tom, try to reconctle 
the Biſhop to Brother Ben, upon this grand Point 4 
of Reſiſtance. Tell him, that Ben allows of no 1 
Reſiſtance, but ſuch as is neceſſary to preſerve the 


i 


Church of England and State too by Law eſta» 4 
bliſh*'d. Tell him, that the People of Great Br: 
tain will never be encourag'd by Ben, or any other "2 


Parſon, to venture hanging, unleſs it be when the 
Religion and Propertys of themſelves and their | 
Poſterity, which are more worth than their Necks, _ 
are in imminent Danger. Tell him, that if he 
will not give them leave to defend themſelves, *tis 

2 hundred to one but in ſuch a Caſe they will take 
leave. Tell him, that if he will not explain him- 
ſelf upon that Point, now he has meddled with 
it, ſome People will think that he diſlikes the Lis 
berry which the People rock in a late Reign, and 
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which the Parliament alſo juſtify'd by joining 
with it; and conſequently that the Act of Settle- 
ment, by which her gracious Majeſty now reigns, 
may want ſufficient Authority. This I believe 
was all that Ben meant to charge upon his Lord- 
ſhip, not ſuppoſing that he would be ſo unwary 


4 as 


4 


. as to ſay any words againſt the Queen's Majeſty. 


All that can be faid with Juſtice is, that ſince the 
Biſhop is ſo very cautious in owning the Revolu- 
tion, ſome People, as wary as he, may, being led 
by ſo great an Authority as his Character gives 
him, diſcard the Revolution-Principle, and the 
Revolution it ſelf, and all that depends upon it. 
Perhaps ſome may from hence take an occaſion to 
inform the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, that the 
Biſhops, who in their Letters congratulated the 


Succeſſion of that Houſe to the Throne of Eng- 


land, when it was enacted, were not in good ear- 
neſt. Others may, from the Biſhop's Notions, 
ſuppoſe that Houſe not very ſafe in their Succeſ- 
ſion. lam ſure moſt People think that this King- 
dom is not ſafe without their Succeſſion. Andif 
the Biſhop's great Caution ſhould be drawn into an 
Example, who ſhall defend the Succeſſion by Law 
eſtabliſh'd againſt the Pretender, if he ſhould op- 
poſe it? 8 „ OS on Sorry 
For my part I cannot fee why any Man ſhould 
be ſo cautious, ſo cold and reſerv'd in owning 
_ the Revolution. If the Principle thereof be 
drop'd at this time, and ſhall grow out of faſhion, 
Iam ſure we are likely to have mad doings in 
Great Britain. I remember the time when many 
People were not afraid of a Popiſh Succeſſor ; but 
now all People know what they muſt expect in 
ſuch a Caſe. *Tis generally agreed, that a Wolf 
is not fit to keep Sheep, nor a Popiſh Prince to 
rule over Proteſtant People: and in this Caſe he 
hp 15 not with us, js agajult us; he who * 
1 1 ö . 1 : deep 


6 „% a8 
keep the Wolf out of the Flock, is willing to ad- 
mit him. An honeſt Dutchman will maintain the 
Banks, which have kept the Sea from overflowing 
his Country; but he would be a ſtrange ſort of a 
Dutchman, who ſhould affect to carry himſelf with 
tndifferency in a matter of that Importance, who 
would not ſo much as approve of keeping up the 
Banks, with the great Pains-taking and Hazard of 
the Labourers; who will not ſay *twas well 
done of them to bring their Baskets of Earth 
and Stone to mend the decaying Banks, and keep 


out the overflowing Tide, which is making a fun- 


rious Inroad into their Territorys. But on the o- 
ther hand, you will fay, that this Dutchman does 
not condemn his Countrymen for their Pains- 
taking upon that occaſion. *Tis true, I own it, 
that he cannot for ſhame exclaim againſt Them, 
becauſe they ſav'd his Houſe and Lands. from the 
Deluge which was coming on; neither will he 
commend *em, or give *em incouragement to the 
ſame at another time, when for ſome private 
Reaſons, perhaps, he would be contented to fiſh. 
in troubled: Waters. If Vendome and Yillars liv'd 
in Holland, would they behave themſelves any o- 
therwiſe, tho they wiſh'd the Country under Wa- 


ter (themſelves only excepted) that it might be 


no longer a diminution to their Maſter's Glory? 
Mauch like this it is, to be ſo indifferent to the 
Principle of the late Revolution. Tis a nice 
new Air, to be indifferent to a happy Revolution, 
for ſo the Biſhop ſtiles it. The not inquiring 
whether we came honeſtly by this Revolution or 
not, is to be cold and indifferent in a matter of the 
greateſt conſequence as ever befel the Kingdom. 
"Tis very pretty not to own or diſown the 
means whereby this happy Revolution was brought 
to paſs. So have J heard of an Jriſh Colonel (and 
2 very good Catholick he was) who being ask'd 
1 | =, concerning 


\ 


- 
— 3 


— — 


* — 4 — _ pa — = 
F — p. Y ” uy 4 — IT * " N 8 9 * Ws 2 WT _ l * * * * 9 - p 2 a 4 
« * * * * - 5 ] : MD * * * 5 ** . * F 1 - 5 
OR SS : * 3 7 us > 2 x 4 ; £48 IF Wt 4 9 * : * TI 8 — : 1 0 ; & 208 1 
| # — ng : — N 0 8 g 5 3 „ 8 ry 6 * 5 6 > RR : = te) : 2 
* 4 7 a _—_— * N 4 * 8 — < n go p vo * DF . n , . * 1 — * > 4 * 1 g : 8 * 85 3 
* 5 4 28 SL. * * L % 4 1 KW 3 * * . - - 4 * * I... * * Fs Y 
— 1 > N % 1 5 l « : 3 N 4 3 * I £ . me 5 5 W n * 
- . - « * ha Ss, — IR © % * , * « + 2 . 
* 8. , * * * 4 V3 wy 
C l g 1 : 2 8 # 8 
A 7 9 : » 4 * 3 
k . n 5 
1 „ 


Sers the: Beslth 562 cited ch fatty bet. 
101 10 his Regiment, made this Ander; VIZ, 
Letter 2 was E610 that he was dead, but this 
Msôrnigg F heard that he was alive, but for my 
...* part I believe neither of the Reports. Sufelyx 
Tis ſome profonnd Policy which keeps ſome Men 
ſs much upon the Reſerve. A time may come, 
i God prevent it not of his Mercy, when the 
. Revolation-Principle muſt be damn'd to the bot- 
tom of the bottomleſs Pit. Tis time enough 
then for a wiſe Man to declare himſelf. But how 
will he Juſtify bimſelf in calling the Revolution 
happy p Truly he may fay, according to the old 
Proverb, Happy be Lucky? it prov'd very-lucky-to 
him- Yet ſt he may plead that he never Julti- 
fed the Principle which. ecard: it, but always 
1 _ earryad pimlelf at leaſt indifferently towards it, 
and could not belp the Succefs and Settlement 
VB hbich attended it. Caſt up all this Brother Lom, 
daa ſee if it does not amount to a e News 2 
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